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1. Refersncs (a) fern-arded a drafi Xlarins Safe:! and Environmental Protection Confined Space 
Entry Policy for your consideration and comment. Please submit your comments via this office 
not later than 21 i\;oi-ember 1997. lk*-\-s \xill consolidate your comments and for\vard them to 
Commandant (G-1lSO) by the 1 December 1997 deadline. 

2. Please note thx reference (a) designares the Eighth District to field test the draft confined 
space entry polic>-. Commanding Officers are encouraged to conduct training on the procedures 
specified in refer>- L.IIce (aj as soon as possible and implement those provisions consistent Lvith 
your command policy on confined space entr)‘. Early nest calendar year, \ve plan to solicit an) 
additional observations you ma>- have developed regarding use of this draft policy. 

3. The draft Manx Safety and Enx.ironmental Protection Confined Space Entry Polic), 
proposes several changes in Commandant policy on confined space entry. The most important of 
these changes involves accepting a “competent psrson” to conduct atmospheric testing prior to 
initial entry by Coast Guard personnel into specific types of confined spaces. Thi,s proposed 
policy is consisteni Lvith reference (b) that allov,x Eighth District Officers in Charge. hlarine 
Inspection (OCbfIs) to authoriz? compexnt persons to conduct atmospheric testing for initial 
entry into specific confined s-1 +es n-here oxyzsn deficient) or combustibility are the only risks 
(i.e. no tosics or mawrials lvith permissible esrosure limit (PEL) or threshold limit value (TLV) 
potential). In compiiance Lvith reference (bj . so.me Eighth District OCiLlIs are currentl>. 
accepting competent persons to perform atmoyheric testing for initial entry of Coast Guard 
personnel into certain confined spaces it-here the only risk is oxygen deficiency or 
combustibility. The esperiences and observations of these OCiclls \vill be panicular\>. \.alLnblt: 

in respondin? to rsfL ,,,rznce (a). Accordingly. please indicate in your response v,.hether >.our 
command has accy;ed cornper>- %&.,I[ persons to conduct atmospheric testing for initial entr>. into 
confined syces and. if applicable, describe your experiences v;ith this po!ic;;. 

4. Recenti:., the issue of confined space entry on mobile offshore drilling units (hlODUs) has 
been the subject of considerable discussion. Rsference (b) requires a certified marine chemist tc’ 
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initiate entry into bIODU spud cans. mat tank. and other confined spaces that have a risk of 
exposure to tosics. Reference (b) also identities an individual referred to as an “offshore 
competent person” (OCPj \\-ho may be permined by an OCbII to conduct atmospheric testing to 
certi& initial entn. of Coast Guard personne! into certain confined spaces on MODUS in 
situations not inl-olving the risk of exposure tc7 tosics. The expected training and qualifications 
of an OCP are outlined in broad terms in refzsncr (b). Numerous inquiries requesting detailed 
training requirements have been received and. to date, we have been unable to provide speciiics 
Although Commandant is lvorking on this issue. we believe \ve can promote consistency and 
provide additional guidance to indust? by a&piing the definition of “competent person” 
described on pages 3 and 1 of the enclosure ~fi reference (a) in place of the current OCP trainins 
and qualifications lisTed in reference (b). I ‘relieve it is important to provide consistency in the 
definition of “compexnt person” regardless of the individual: location in a ship>-ard or on the 
Outer Continenr-al Shelf. I am intsrested in your comments relative to this propossd change. 

5 -. During a recent meeting with representati\.es of the offshore industry. \ve lvere informed that 
the implied prohibition contained in reference (b) against using an individual assigned to a 
MODU as an OCP \i.as eliminxins a numbe: oiLveIl qualified candidates for this dut).. After 
some consideration. I have decided to eliminate this provision in the nest change to reference (b). 
Effective immediately, OCblIs are authorized to accept individuals Lvith the required training and 
experience as OCPs regardless of their normal lvork location. 

6. Protection of Coast Guard personnel remains the highest priorit?. for Coast Guard leaders and 
managers. Effective training. ~52 of personal protective equipment and personal osyzen ancl’or 
hydro,oen sulfide alarms. and compliance n-ith confined space entp policy are our best tools for 
ensuring the safev of our people. As discussed in references (a) and (b). the Commanding 
Officer alnays retains the option of requiring a marine chemist to certify a space ‘-Safe for 
Workers” prior to entry by Coast Guard personAeI. 

7. Should you have any questions, please contact Lieutenant Commander Bill Daughdrill of mq 
staff at (50-l) 559-6271. 
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